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1. SCICOUN HAS DISCUSSED ABDELLAH VISIT WITH UNDERSECRETARY 
GONZALEZ, WHO MOST APPRECIATIVE OF US WILLINGNESS TO TAKE 
CONCRETE STEP TOWARD IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENT. GONZALEZ 
FEELS THAT TIME REMAINING IN HIS ADMINISTRATION NOW TOO 

SHORT TO MAKE VISIT BEFORE MAY 25 WORTHWHILE, BUT HE IS ANXIOUS 
TO BE ABLE TO TURN OVER DEPT OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO NEW LEADERSHIP 
WITH CONCRETE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ABDELLAH VISIT AGREED UPON. 

HE BELIEVES JUNE DATE WILL BE SUITABLE, AND THAT VISIT WILL 
BE WELCOMED BY INCOMING HEALTH AUTHORITIES. BOTH GONZALEZ AND 
DR LEON , INTERNATIONAL HEALTH DIRECTOR. EXPECT TO ATTEND 
WHO CONFERENCE BEGINNING IN GENEVA MAY 7, AND HOPE TO AGREE ON 
SPECIFIC ARRANGEMENTS THERE WITH EHRLICH. 

2. EMBASSY CONSIDERS THIS APPROACH TO AT LEAST BEGINNING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF EXCHANGE ARRANGEMENT DURING PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT' S 

TERM IS A SATISFACTORY ONE, ALTHOUGH WE INCLINED TO BELIEVE 
THAT VISIT AS SOON AS JUNE WILL PROBABLY BE INCONVENIENTLY 
EARLY FOR BRAND NEW AUTHORITIES. SUGGEST THAT IN GENEVA 
DISCUSSIONS A JULY DATE BE PROPOSED. 

3. GONZALEZ APPEARS TO BE MOVING TOWARD TRANSFERRAL OF AUTHORITY 
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TO NEW GOVERNMENT WITH MORE ASSURANCE AND BETTER PREPARATIONS 
THAN ANY OTHER SCIENCE- RELATED OFFICIAL WITH WHICH WE FAMILIAR, 
DESPITE FACT THAT NO LIAISON OFFICIALS FOR HEALTH AREA HAVE 
YET BEEN DESIGNATED BY NEW GOVERNMENT. GONZALEZ BELIEVES THAT 
HE HAS HEAD START ON TRANSFERRAL OF AUTHORITY DUE TO CREATION 
DURING HIS TERM AS UNDERSECRETARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH OF A BROADLY 
BASED ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC HEALTH, WHICH INCLUDES 
REPRESENTATION FROM MANY GROUPS, INCLUDING PERONIST LABOR 
UNIONS. ACCORDING TO GONZALEZ, COMMITTEE IS ALREADY IN AGREEMENT 
WITH GENERAL LINES OF PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY, INCLUDING PROJECTED 
ELEVATION OF CURRENT SECRETARIAT OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO MINISTERIAL 
STATUS. 
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